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to Fay and Griswold as the peculiar object of his spleen; but with these exceptions, although some of the nobodies might have been nettled at the cavalier manner in which their merits were circumscribed or themselves patronized, there were very few with any just cause for complaint, since Poe was not so much the prince of critics as to anticipate exactly the judgment of posterity by ignoring them. In respect to the more important ones, "Willis, Halleok, and Margaret Fuller, his decisions were final and have been sustained. There was a good deal of discussion, however, among the disturbed mediocrities; Grodey was implored by the honey - tongued and brow-beaten by the loudmouthed, but lie refused to be intimidated by either method, as he assured the public in a card; and, in particular, Thomas Dunn English was roused to open combat.
This individual, whom Poe facetiously called "Thomas Dunn Brown," was a doctor, lawyer, novelist, editor, and poet of twenty-seven years of age, whom Poe, despite his foolish, disclaimer of personal acquaintance, had met in Philadelphia, and had allowed to lounge about his office and run errands for him when he was editing the " Broadway Journal," No mortal ever held a pen who would not resent such a shameless exposure of his ears as was Poe's article jn this instance, — a sort of grotesque in criticism, English secured forthwith the columns,of the "Mirror" (which hadGaylord 'CJlark, of " The Knickerbocker," Poe bad an old grudge, and just at i;Ms time Briggs had succeededei
